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It has come to my attention that some members of the Chapel Hill and Carrboro Town
Councils, who I hold in very high regard, chose to weigh in on my office’s prosecutorial
decisions regarding matters charged only two days ago. I have stated publicly, and
privately to some of these same officials, that if we determine that crimes have been
committed and properly enforced, we would proceed with the cases that meet that
standard. I can understand why some public officials may feel compelled to speak out on
matters of public interest. However, a prosecutorial decision should never be made prior
to collection and thorough review of all the relevant evidence. That evidence is still being
compiled; therefore, it’s impossible for anyone to make a reasoned determination as to
how best to proceed in these matters.

The Rules of Professional Conduct severely limit how much a prosecutor can comment
on a pending case. However, I will offer the following. At the latest count, 36 individuals
have been charged with at least one criminal offense ranging from 2" Degree Trespass to
Assault on a Government Official. Every single one of these defendants is presumed
innocent until proven guilty in court. Each of them has a right to an attorney and can have
an attorney appointed for them by the court, if they qualify.

Once we have received and reviewed all the evidence in these cases, then and only then
will we make decisions regarding their prosecution. Our office remains committed to our
core responsibility of public safety. Peaceful and lawful protesters, as well as law
enforcement officials carrying out their duties, have the right to these activities free from
violence. I made a promise to fairly and impartially administer the criminal laws of this
State free from bias, prejudice or any type of outside influence, and I pledge to do just
that with these cases.
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