
An Open Letter to the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Community

We are very fortunate to have an exceptional school superintendent, Dr. Nyah Hamlett. Like
other Black leaders before her, she is under attack.

Breaking Down The Accusations

An unknown individual mobilized Dan Kane of the News & Observer to scrutinize Dr. Hamlett’s
doctoral dissertation for evidence of plagiarism. The resulting report was published on January
11. The only part of Dr. Hamlett’s work that Kane called into question was page 6 of the
introduction to her 164-page dissertation. This page displays citation and paraphrasing errors,
the article argues.

Dr. Nancy Chesheir, vice chair of the international Committee on Publication Ethics and
professor at the UNC School of Medicine, was quoted in Kane’s article. She explained that while
Dr. Hamlett’s misattributed sources “need to be corrected if possible if it’s in the published
literature… they are not a reason to believe that this person’s trying to somehow cheat the
system.”

While Mr. Kane says his other two experts thought duplicate wording and incorrectly cited
sources suggested “intentional” plagiarism, neither was quoted as saying so. One gave no
comment on Dr. Hamlett's dissertation, offering only a definition of the word plagiarism itself: "It’s
intending to make something that is not yours look like it is yours.” The other suggested sending
the dissertation back to the responsible institution, the College of William & Mary, for review. He
is quoted in the article as saying, "Ultimately, plagiarism comes down to human judgment,
similar to other questionable practices—you know it when you see it." In this case, some may
see it, but others clearly do not. This prompts a critical question: Why was this investigation
undertaken in the first place?

Why Was This Investigated?

What prompted the anonymous source to engage Mr. Kane to dredge up plagiarism charges
against Dr. Hamlett? Why go to the trouble? It’s not typical that we scrutinize the academic work
our leaders completed as students. When asked, Mr. Kane admitted he had never investigated
the dissertations of any other superintendents or public officials.

It’s reasonable to wonder why an esteemed leader has been attacked in this way. Sadly, Mr.
Kane’s article provides just one example of an all-too-familiar pattern. Black educators in our
town report exaggerated levels of scrutiny and suspicion regarding their academic backgrounds
and their work. It is not uncommon for principals to get calls from white parents inquiring about
the credentials of Black teachers. Research by the National Bureau of Economic Research finds
that Black workers are perceived as less skilled, subjected to a higher degree of scrutiny, and
more likely to be disciplined or fired than white workers for the same errors and infractions.

https://amp-newsobserver-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/amp.newsobserver.com/news/local/education/article269953092.html?amp_gsa=1&amp_js_v=a9&usqp=mq331AQKKAFQArABIIACAw%3D%3D&fbclid=IwAR35M0ZHoEl86ZSLcXvw677aRFkt3AjBOusnt_hjcWf87kV4LJmrDxrbQ1Q#amp_ct=1673444626690&amp_tf=From%20%251%24s&aoh=16734428257475&referrer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&ampshare=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsobserver.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Feducation%2Farticle269953092.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/10/why-black-workers-really-do-need-to-be-twice-as-good/409276/


A Black principal in our district was once accused of having plagiarized a “welcome to school”
message! Her accusers pointed out that it was the same welcome letter that she herself had
used at another school and looked similar to other welcome letters they located. What is going
on here? Could it be that our Black leaders are experiencing the same disrespect, low
expectations, and suspicions that Black students have experienced for decades? Despite this
unscrupulous and very public “investigation,” Dr. Hamlett remains her courageous, gracious,
and determined self.

An Exceptional Superintendent

What Mr. Kane might have done was to apply his investigative energy and resources to reporting on
Dr. Hamlett's outstanding performance as superintendent. If he had looked into how she has
handled the job she was hired to do, he would have heard many stories from students, staff,
teachers, school board members, and the community about how Dr. Hamlett has been one of
the finest superintendents we have ever known.

For the two years that Dr. Hamlett has led our district, she has brought warmth, reassurance,
and steady leadership to our schools. She makes a point to be physically present in classrooms,
in neighborhoods, and at community functions. She meets regularly with faith leaders to update
them on current issues in the schools, and she gives students the chance to communicate their
needs and facilitate problem solving. She has been consistently eager to listen and learn,
incorporating the feedback she gathers into her decision making.

Her communication skills are unparalleled. Notably, she writes weekly emails to every family in
the district. Daria Barazandeh, a parent in the district, said she had “never seen emails like this
from a person in authority.” Another parent, Jill Kissell Hunter, remarks that, “Her emails are so
thoughtful. I look forward to them every week. They were so reassuring at the height of the
pandemic. She has been such a great leader."

Dr. Hamlett has not shied away from serious problems facing the district. Last year she
managed a difficult leadership crisis at ECHHS with determination and aplomb, understanding
and addressing head-on the anxiety and discontent resulting from internal problems and
mid-year loss of a principal. Task forces that Dr. Hamlett appointed and worked with to address
issues of school safety for the district included students, teachers, and community members. All
were invited to participate in meaningful and authentic ways. She embodies the core values of
the district’s new strategic plan, “Think (and Act) Differently”: Engagement, Social Justice
Action, Collective Efficacy, Wellness, and Joy.

Marcus Gear, a CHCCS teacher who was once a student in the district, said “Dr. Hamlett has
been one of the best superintendents I have ever seen. Growing up Black in Chapel Hill it’s very
rare to see people who look like you in positions such as hers. As a first year teacher, I have felt
nothing but support from her and her administration. Her involvement throughout the community
is impeccable. If she wasn’t a Black woman, would they be asking these same questions about
her dissertation?”



Kathryn Cole, a school librarian in the district, writes: “Dr. Hamlett embodies excellence and
keeps teacher and student wellness at the forefront. She is unapologetically justice-centered
and has issued bold leadership during some of the hardest years we have experienced as
educators. Her authentic engagement across the community invites people to the table. I know,
without a doubt, we have the support needed from district leadership to tackle the daily,
necessary work of antiracism and anti-bias in our schools. She is the most authentic
superintendent I have ever had the pleasure of working with and I deeply appreciate her direct
messaging that brings not only awareness but conversation and action around events in our
society. She challenges us all to be better for the children we have the privilege of teaching.”

In Conclusion

This was an attempt to embarrass and distract. Let’s stop looking for problems that don’t exist and
get back to the important business of providing every student a world-class education. We have
the leader we need in Dr. Hamlett. We invite all “anonymous sources” to step up and be
identified so we can have an open and transparent conversation about how attacks like this
continue to contribute to the vast inequities in our district and towns and ultimately harm us all.

We are delighted that the Board of Education of CHCCS has stated that it wishes to keep
moving ahead with Dr. Hamlett. We, and all who have signed below, fully support Dr. Hamlett.
She is a demonstrated champion for our kids and community, and we are committed and ready
to embrace her continued efforts as our CHCCS Superintendent.

Note from the Authors: After Dr. Hamlett published her Community Update on January 6, a multiracial
group came together because of concern that our superintendent was undergoing this kind of attack. We
decided we must respond to the accusations. Recognizing the historical trauma that Black people in our
community have experienced as they have fought to be treated with respect and dignity and to have
equal opportunity and access in our local institutions, members of the group volunteered to write a letter
to the community, addressing the attack on Dr. Nyah Hamlett and highlighting the exceptional leadership
she has brought to an education system that has been plagued for decades by racial inequity. Those who
authored and edited this letter include (in alphabetical order): Laila Adileh, Susan Clifford, Kathryn Cole,
Nancy Duffner, Vickie Feaster Fornville, Wanda Hunter, Dianne Jackson, Danita Mason-Hogans, Lee
Moavenzadeh, Cindy Morton-Rose, Damon Seils, Doreen Stein-Seroussi, Kim Talikoff, Shayna Williams.
Hundreds of community members have endorsed the content by adding their names.



Names of Signees:
Abigail Livengood

Adam Stein

Adrienne Barnosky

Aisha Booze-Hall

Al Stein-Seroussi

Alan Richmond

Alethea Alston

Alex Unwin

Alice De Bellis

Alice Glover

Alison Kavanaugh

Allison DeMarco

Allison Jaillet

Alyssa Hopson

Amanda Briggs

Andrea Vizoso

Andrew Short

Andrew Wright

Angela Romatzick

Ann Harrawood

Anna O'Connell

Anna Richards

Anne Cole

Anne-Marie Iselin

Anthony Holderied

Anthony Swaringen

April Anderson

Ashley Lang

Ashley Quick-Hooker

Atrayus Goode

Bailey Normann

Barbara Foushee



Barbara Hall

Barbara Wildemuth

Barbie Garayua-Tudryn

Barrie Trinkle

Ben Davis

Benjamin Blaisdell

Beritah Mutiso

Betsy Crittenden

Betty Curry

Betty Geer

Bill Chicurel

Bill Crittenden

Blake Rahn

Bonita Joyce

Bonnie Hauser

Braxton Foushee

Bree Kalb

Brennan Bouma

Breon Hamlett

Brian Link

Brian Mason

Bruce Manning

Carl Kollmer

Carla Gilchrist

Carla Smith

Carlisle Walters

Carlos Bailey

Carol Brooke

Carol Miller

Carol Uphoff

Caroline Morais

Caroline Spencer

Caroline Winterhoff



Carolyn Foushee

Cas Shearin

Cassandra R. Davis

Catherine Sweat

Cathy Cole

Cathy Emrick

Cheryl Carnahan

Cheryl Johnson

Chris Blue

Chris Carlson

Chris Falson

Christine Cotton

Christoph Stutts

Christy Tate

Cierra Powe

Cindy Johnson

Cindy Morton-Rose

Claes Bell

Claudia Yerena

Clementine Self

Clyde Perry

Colleen Robinson

Coretta Sharpless

Courtney Canipe

Courtney Sears

Cynthia K. Sturton

Daila Patrick

Damon Seils

Dana Hanson

Dane Emmerling

Danita Mason-Hogans

Danny Nowell

Daria Barazandeh



Dave Klibanow

David Bright

David Burnette

David Cole

David Mason

David McEwen

Dawn McClendon

Dawna Hawley

Dawna Jones

Debbie Young

Debby Atwater

Debby Stroman

Delawese Fulton

Delia Hudson

Demia Wright

Dena Papazoglou

Desiree Cho

Dexter Hebert

Diana McDuffie

Diane Wright

Dianne Jackson

Dick Blackburn

Don Arbuckle

Donna Campbell

Donna Carrington

Donna Parke

Doreen Stein-Seroussi

Edna Taylor

Eliazar Posada

Elizabeth Vail

Elizabeth Young

Ella Craddock

Ellen Parker



Elmira Mangum

Emilie Condon

Emilie Rey-Gelas

Emily Avetta

Emily Nicholson

Erika Lusk
Erin Kellas

Erma Smith-King

Eugenia Floyd

Eve Boggs

Eve Schein

Evelyn Jones

Evon Barnes

Florence Kaplan

Fred Black

Fred Joiner

Gary Boorman

Genevive Harris

Geraldine Richards

Ginger Becton

Granvel Johnson

Greg McAvoy

Harden Barker

Harriet Wu

Heather Ferrell

Heejae Chung

Helen Maxwell

Hélène Montgomery

Iheoma Iruka

Ingrid Schmidt

Irene Belle Skowronek

Iris Schwintzer

Isana Gitsis



Ivy Brezina

Jackie Feaster

Jackie Jenks

James Stroud

James Williams

Jamezetta Bedford

Jan Halle

Jan Holland

Jan Paris

Jandra Alston

Jane Stein

Janel Potts

Janet Flowers

Janet Peterson

Janice Dodds

Jason Horton

Jay Johnson

Jay Miller

Jay Parker

Jeannine Rosen

Jeff Hall

Jen Weinberg-Wolf

Jenn Prenda

Jennifer Allred

Jennifer Gill

Jennifer Hastings

Jennifer Lewis

Jennifer Player

Jennifer Williams-Stark

Jerdene Alston

Jeremy Roberson

Jessica Blanpied Larson

Jessica Caso



Jessica Grass

Jessica Murley

Jessica Reed

Jessica Southwell

Jill Ridky-Blackburn

Jill Simon

Jim Merritt

Jim Tate

Joann Haggerty

Johanna Lucas

John Nicholson

Johnavae Campbell

Jon Evans

Jon Haebig

Jonathan E. Broun

Jonathan Kucewicz

Joni Kollmer

Jordan Coulter

Judy Jones

Julia Sendor

Julie Foster

Julie L. Pike

Julie Trenter Marks

Julie Vogel

Justine Wayne

Karen Herpel

Karen Kalafatas

Karen Reid

Karen Stegman

Karin Abell

Karinda Roebuck

Karlene Knebel

Kate Freiman-Fox



Kate Genser

Katherine Baer

Kathryn Cole

Kathryn Kalleberg

Kathryn Kevin

Kathy Kaufman

Kathy Murray

Kathy Peillot

Kathy Putnam

Katie Jiang

Katie Mgongolwa

Katie Rankin

Katie Titler

Keith Miller

Kelly Suttles

Ken Lathan

Kendal Lytle

Kendra Adams

Kendra Dixon

Kennedy Lytle

Kenneth Lytle

Kent Allen

Keri Boosey

Kevin Brown

Kiandra Torry

Kim Mellor

Kim Rountree

Kim Talikoff

Kirtina Jones

Kirtisha Jones

Krista Caraway

Kristal Coleman

Kristin Baillie



Kristina Joyce

Kristina Morris

Ladnor Geissinger

Laila Bradford

Lalanii Sangode

LaTekka Lewis

LaTonya Coley

Laura Beghein

Laura Dorsey

Laura Gelblum

Laura Henderson

Laura Olley

Lauren Boening

Lauren Kelly

Lauren Wagner

LaWanda Rainey-Hall

Lawson Travers

LeAngela Baker

Lee Moavenzadeh

Lee Storrow

Leslie Elza

Leyla Moavenzadeh

Lillian MIndich

Linda Lambert

Linden Thayer

Lindsay Bedford

Lindsay C. Griffin

Lindsay Harvath

Lindsey Smith Taillie

Linnea Nelson

Lisa Bowers-Bohn

Lisa Dunn

Lisa Parker



Lisle Pearman

Lissette McEwen

Logan Carter

Lois Jarrell

Lonnie Merrick

Lora Klein

Lori Carter

Lorie Clark

Louise Clifford

Lucy Lewis

Luke Gilligan

Lynn Holbein

Madeline Blobe

Maggi Grace

Maggie West

Maite Lamberri

Mandy Brannon

Mandy Brown

Mandy Hitchcock

Marcus Gear

Marcus Green

Margaret Campion

Margaret Gallagher

Margaret Swingler

Marie Almeida

Mariela Hernández

Marion Hirsch

Marisa Katz

Mark Chilton

Mark Isley

Mark Rogerson

Marlene Miranda

Marlou Pippin



Marne Meredith

Marny Ruben

Mary Alicia Lyons

Mary Anne DeFir

Mary Faith Mount-Cors

Mary Jenne

Mary Ollila

Matt Cone

Matt Murley

Maura Fitzgerald

Maureen Valente

Max Stein-Seroussi

Maxine Mason-Hudgins

May Bryan

Meagan Bell

Megan Grimes

Megan Hughes

Megan Ray

Megan Stauffer

Meghan Leonard

Melanie Joiner

Melanie Unwin

Melida Colindres

Melissa McCullough

Melva Okun

Melvin Griffin

Melvin Jackson

Melvin Wilson

Melzer (Pat) Morgan

Meredith Morse

Michael E. Fox

Michael Foster

Michele Hoyman



Michelle Brown

Michelle Gay

Michelle Laws

Michelle Wright

Mikayla Whitted-Powell

Mike Mathers

Mimi Haebig

Mintzy Paige

Missy Julian-Fox

Molly Biek

Molly Brooks

Molly DeMarco

Molly Stein-Seroussi

Monique Felder

Myles Aitken

Nancy Duffner

Nancy Hearon

Nancy White

Nancy Zeman

Natalie Boorman

Natalie Sayag

NaTasja Jeter

Nicole Brown

Nicole Dixon

Nik Gandhi

Nina Butler

Niya Fearrington

Noreen Yazejian

O'Neal Fornville III

Olivia Raufman

Oswaldo Paz

Papa Mbengue

Paris Miller-Foushee



Patricia Mason

Patricia Sawin

Patricia Toro

Patrick Kavanaugh

Paul Taillie

Paul Yazejian

Raachel Holderied

Rachel Kovalev

Rachel Royce

Randee Haven-O'Donnell

Randy Bradford

Raquel Harris

Ray Norwood

Rebecca Chilton

Rebecca Dyck

Rebecca
Essinger-Bosworth

Rebecca Goldsmith

Rebecca Kelada

Rebecca Parilla

Rebeka Barringer

Redmond G. Grigg

Regina Merritt

Renee Price

Rev. Justin K. Coleman

Rev. Michael Cousin

Rev. Molly Morgan

Rev. Rob Tennant

Rev. Rodney Coleman

Rev. Will Rose

Rhonda Roberts

Rich Rosen

Richard Clifford

Rita Schiavone



Rita Singh

Rob Stephens

Robert Campbell

Robin Bulleri

Rodney Trice

Rolesha Harris

Ronald Carnes

Ronda Taylor Bullock

Rosie Caldwell

Ruth Gibson

Sally Bober

Sally Freeman

Sally Merryman

Sam Anderson

Samantha Shaw

Sammy Slade

Samuel Hunter

Sandra Hughes-Hassell

Sara Martin

Sarah A. Whitley

Sarah M.Goodnight

Sarita B. Allen

Scott Benson

Shane Boosey

Shantina Foster

Sharon Hanson

Sharon Kolling

Sharon Sullivan Mujica

Shayna Williams

Sheila Bryan

Shelley Summerlin-Long

Shequonna Cherry

Sheremy Dillard



Sherick Hughes

Shirley Geissinger

Shon Richmond

Simona Golden

Sindy Barker

Sophie Suberman

Soteria Shepperson

Stephanie Terry

Stuart Phillips

Sue Goodman

Sue Hunter

Sue Spanos

Susan Barry

Susan Bickford

Susan Clements

Susan Clifford

Susan Ketchin

Susan Purcell

Susan Romaine

Susan Sharpe

Susan Wolf-Brodish

Susannah Hunter

Susannah Savage

Suzanne Haff

Suzanne Miller

Sylvia Henderson

Sylvia Sloan Black

Tamara LeMoine

Tamara Rice

Tami Haberkamp Pfeifer

Tanisha Hinton

Tara Pressley

Tasha Curry-Corcoran



Tashira Brown

Teia McCall

Tema Okun

Teri Brooks

Terra Hodge

Tiffany Palmer-Lytle

Tim Hubbard

Tom Cors

Tomee Howard

Trina Harrison

Tye Hunter

Ursula Wuerth

Velma Ferrell

Vianna Fornville

Vickie Feaster Fornville

Victoria Fornville

Virginia Clifford

Vivian Pitts

Wanda Hunter

Wendy Morgan

Whitney Robinson Rivers

William L. Andrews

Yolanda Grant


